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NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK 


PHILA. MUSIC EDUCATION 


Broken Instruments In concert 


Sunny Lee Mowery photographs broken instruments from Phila. public schools. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer 


Playing for a 
Musical Fix 


By Samantha Melamed 
STAFF WRITER 

Su Spina normally plays kettledrums. 
But when she went to pick up the instru- 
ment she’d be playing in the Symphony 
for a Broken Orchestra — a new composi- 
tion for 400 amateur and professional 
musicians, all playing broken instru- 
ments from the Philadelphia public 

schools — her options were limited. 
“Would you prefer a violin without 
strings? Or an auto- 


& We’ve harp?” Andy Thei- 
gotten rauf asked her. 
Spina, 22, a re- 
many, many, cent college gradu- 
many requests ate who studied mu- 
from school sic at Franklin and 
districts all Marshall College, 
around the said if knocking on 
countr a broken violin for 
y. 40 minutes is what 
Pulitzer 


it takes to get these 
instruments fixed, 
she’s in. 

“I started music 
when I was in ele- 
mentary school,” she said. “So, knowing 
a whole bunch of students in the Phila- 
delphia School District don’t even have 
access to instruments, I wanted to be a 
part of anything that helps.” 

The project — conceived by Robert 
Blackson, director of the Temple Universi- 
ty Contemporary art gallery — is part 
crowdfunding campaign to fix the instru- 
ments (adopt one at symphonyforabro- 


Prize-winning 
composer David 
Lang 


kenorchestra.org) and part avant-garde 
music experiment, with a score from Pulit- 
zer Prize-winning composer David Lang. 

Its world premiere is Dec. 3 at the 23rd 
Street Armory. It is a one-night-only 
event: After that, the instruments will be 
repaired and returned to schools. 

But it may be the start of something 
even bigger. 

“Weve gotten many, many, many re- 
quests from school districts all around 
the country,” Lang said. They want to 
perform his symphony with their own 
broken orchestras. “To me, that’s a real- 

See INSTRUMENTS on A8 


By Erin McCarthy 
STAFF WRITER 

An 85-year-old woman. A 
93-year-old woman. A mar- 
ried couple, the wife, 89; the 
husband, 92. 

This was all that was re- 
vealed Monday about the 
four people who were miss- 
ing and presumed dead after 
a five-alarm fire ripped 
through West Chester’s Bar- 
clay Friends nursing home 
Thursday night into Friday 
morning, according to the 
Chester County District At- 
torney’s Office. 

Officials “are sifting 
through the wreckage and 
the rubble of that building, 
looking for those people,” 
District Attorney Tom Hogan 


NURSING HOME FIRE 


4 residents 
are missing, 
thought dead 


They are all 85 or older. “We are not expecting 
good news,” the Chester County DA said. 


philly®com 


Federal investigator Donald 
Robinson discusses the case. 
KAIT MOORE / Staff Photographer 


said. “We are not expecting 
good news.” 

The grim announcement 
came nearly four days after 
the blaze of unknown origin 
erupted, burning rapidly 
through the two-story build- 

See FIRE on A7 


By Brian Fung 
WASHINGTON POST 

The Department of Justice 
is suing to block AT&T’s $85 
billion bid for entertainment 
conglomerate Time Warner, 
setting the stage for one of 
the biggest antitrust cases to 
hit Washington in decades. 

The suit is fraught with le- 
gal and political risks for 
both sides. Several Demo- 
crats have expressed con- 
cern that antitrust officials 
could be seeking to block the 
deal because the Trump ad- 
ministration has been highly 
critical of CNN, which is 
owned by Time Warner — a 
claim that the White House 


Dawn Webster 
with the cornet 
she will use in 
“Symphony fora 
Broken 
Orchestra,” a 
composition for 


AT&T-TIME WARNER MERGER 


U.S. sues to 
block $85B bid 


Skeptics of the deal say the combined company 
could use its immense power to raise prices. 


and Justice Department 
have denied. 

The suit, which AT&T said 
was filed by the Justice De- 
partment’s antitrust division, 
seeks to prevent a deal that 
would combine AT&T — al- 
ready one of the country’s 
largest providers of internet 
and subscription television 
— with Time Warner’s enor- 
mous library of films, HBO, 
live TV programming and 
other content. 

“It may be one of the most 
important antitrust battles of 
modern times,” said Gene 
Kimmelman, a former feder- 
al antitrust official and the 

See MERGER on A4 


400 musicians 


using broken 
instruments 
from the 
Philadelphia 
public schools. 


DNC HOST COMMITTEE BONUSES 


State seeks a review by IRS 


Auditor general says some of $1M spent may violate regulations. 


By Claudia Vargas 
STAFF WRITER 


benefiting from its earnings. 
Determining whether Washo and 


Television host 
Charlie Rose 
has been 
accused by 
eight women of 
unwanted 
sexual 
advances and 
inappropriate 
behavior. ANDY 
KROPA / AP, File 


HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS | A4 
Charlie Rose latest to be accused 


OBITUARIES | B7 


Eugene DePasquale, 
Pennsylvania auditor 
general. 


Pennsylvania’s auditor general is ask- 
ing the IRS to look into some of the $1 
million in bonuses spread among staff 
and volunteers who helped manage the 
2016 Democratic National Convention 
in Philadelphia. 

In a report released Monday, Auditor 
General Eugene DePasquale urged the 
IRS to review the controversial bonuses 
because the DNC host committee was 
registered as a nonprofit under the fed- 
eral tax exemption code. He said bonus- 
es given to board members Kevin 
Washo and Eliza Rose, who were also 
paid staff, might have violated IRS regu- 
lations that bar any “private sharehold- 
er or individual” of a nonprofit from 


Rose were paid bonuses as employees 
— as the committee’s lawyers contend 
— or board members “was confusing 
enough that we forwarded it to the IRS 
for them to make a determination,” De- 
Pasquale said at a news conference in 
Harrisburg. 

Resolving another lingering question, 
DePasquale said that his months-long re- 
view of spending by the convention’s host 
committee didn’t find that it had misused 
any of the $10 million it got from the state 
to manage the convention. 

But, he said, “the agreement was too 
loosely drafted and it would’ve been al- 
most impossible to not meet the grant 

See BONUSES on A4 


Della Reese, 86, singer, 
star of TV drama 


Charles Manson, 83, 
murder mastermind 


Charismatic cult leader sent his 
disciples to butcher rich, famous. 
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Riders union may get on track 
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